June 11, 2011

Dr. John E. Counts
President

Western New Mexico University

P.O. Box 680

Silver City, NM  88062-0680

Dear President Counts:

At its June 2011 meeting, the Commission on Accreditation (COA) voted, based on the program’s Benchmark I document, the Commissioner’s Benchmark I Review Brief, and the Program Response, to grant candidacy to the master of social work program.       
The Commission has made the following recommendations for further development for the submission of the Benchmark II.

Accreditation Standard 2.1.1: The program discusses how its field education program connects the theoretical and conceptual contribution of the classroom with the practice setting, fostering the implementation of evidence-informed practice.  

For Candidacy Visit II, the program should be prepared to describe what the field practicum agencies provide with respect to what the students are expected to learn.

The Commissioner Visit II should occur between December 1, 2011 and February 29, 2012.  A Commissioner will contact you to schedule this visit.  One month prior to the site visit, mail a copy of the Benchmark II document and email a copy of the Benchmark II Review Brief directly to the Commissioner and mail three copies to the attention of your Accreditation Associate.  Following the visit, the Commissioner will submit a Benchmark II Review Brief making one of three recommendations: grant second year; defer; or remove from candidacy.

The program will be invoiced for the second commissioner visit fee.  Please be in touch with Anna R. Holster, Accreditation Associate in the Office of Social Work Accreditation and Educational Excellence, if there are any questions about this letter or the procedures and actions of the COA.  
Sincerely,

James P. Adams, Ph.D., Chair

Commission on Accreditation

JPA/ARH

CC:
Elizabeth T. Walker, Ed.D., L.C.S.W., Social Work Department Director
