Hidalgo County

Quality of Life

Education

Lordsburg Municipal Schools includes three elementary, one middle and one high school serving 686 students with 51 teachers.  During the2007-2008 school year the students were divided almost equally by gender: 48% female and 52% male.   A full report on the school district is available from the Public Education Department.

Post-secondary education in the County is provided by the Lordsburg campus of Western New Mexico University, the Hidalgo Learning Center.  WNMU is a four-year state university offering more than 70 areas of study.  Ten master degrees, 41 baccalaureate degrees, and 18 associate degrees and certificate programs are available.  Fields of study include accounting, criminal justice, education, nursing, occupational therapy, and zoology.  Students receive personalized attention from qualified instructors.  More than 90 percent of WNMU’s professors have terminal degrees and the student to faculty ratio is 13 to 1.  A growing list of courses and degree offerings are provided through the Extended University for online students.  Students from anywhere in the world can earn degrees exclusively online including the Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies, Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice, and Business.  

Health Care

Hidalgo Medical Services (HMS) provides a broad range of comprehensive community preventive, medical, dental primary care services, as well as inpatient services including deliveries.  Behavioral health services are under development at HMS.  Hidalgo Medical Services has locations throughout Hidalgo and Grant Counties and assists people with low income, many who are un- or underinsured.

Arts, Culture and Tourism
Due to its location in the bootheel of Southwestern New Mexico, Hidalgo County is characterized by year-round sunshine and beautiful desert and mountain scenery visible for over 60 miles.  Recreational opportunities are almost too numerous to name; hiking, hunting, astronomy, and rockhounding are favorites.  The Rockamania Gem & Mineral Society offers year-round rockhounding activities including the annual Rockamania swap meet and arts and crafts show.

Lordsburg is the largest community and county seat.   Located on Interstate 10, it is a popular stopping place for tourists with a variety of places to stay and eat local fare.

Farther into the bootheel is the village of Rodeo home to an increasing number of artists and one of the world’s foremost birding destinations.

Hidalgo County is also home to two ghost towns.  Shakespeare (is located just southwest of the City of Lordsburg and looks exactly as it did 150 years ago.  Visitors can walk the same streets as Billy the Kid, John Ringo and the Clantons.  Old timers explain that there was no law in Shakespeare, just one rule: if you killed someone you had to dig your own grave.  This is said to have deterred many possible killings.  Shakespeare would probably have been the largest town in Hidalgo, had the railroad not chosen to go through Lordsburg.   This decision finally resulted in Shakespeare’s present status and extremely limited population.

The second ghost town, Steins (pronounced Stee-ns), is located about three miles east of the Arizona border.

Housing

Housing prices in Hidalgo are roughly half the average of the State of New Mexico.  The estimated median house or condo value in 2007 was $72,425, compared to $155,400 statewide, making housing extremely affordable.   Despite these low costs, housing values have increased dramatically since 2000 when the median value was $44,700.  (Source: www.city-data.com)

For more information contact the Greater Hidalgo County Chamber of Commerce 

Infrastructure

Transportation
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Interstate 10, which reaches from coast to coast nationally, runs through Hidalgo County in the City of Lordsburg.  Lordsburg is almost halfway between El Paso, Texas and Tucson, Arizona.

Lordsburg is also served by the Union Pacific Railroad, east from El Paso and west to Los Angeles and the Port of Long Beach.  Amtrak also stops in Lordsburg.  A New Mexico Railroad map may be downloaded here.

Lordsburg Municipal Airport (download map here) is served by a fixed base operator, but no commercial service.  Commercial air service is available from Grant County Airport, El Paso International or Tucson International.  El Paso International and Tucson International also have full service container and cargo handling.

Hidalgo County has a port of entry to Mexico, at Antelope Wells.

Utilities

Electricity is provided by Columbus Electric which serves approximately 2900 members in Hidalgo, Grant and Luna counties in New Mexico and Cochise County in Arizona.  Current rates are provided on Columbus’ web site.

Hidalgo County is home to Public Service Company of New Mexico’s $60 million, 80-megawatt natural gas-fired Lordsburg Generating Station.  It provides power during peak-usage times and enhances power reliability in the region.

New Mexico Gas Company a subsidiary of Continental Energy Systems LLC, provides service to parts of Hidalgo County.  Consult their web site for more information.

Hidalgo County is served by two telephone cooperatives: Valley Telecom Group and New Mexico Telephone Cooperative.
Public Safety

Hidalgo has county-wide 911 emergency service and is served by two law enforcement agencies: the Hidalgo County Sheriff’s Department and the Lordsburg Police Department.  The United States Border Patrol also has a strong presence in the County.

Tax Policy

Gross Receipts Tax

New Mexico’s gross receipts tax differs from a sales tax in that it is levied on the total amount of money or other consideration a business receives from five kinds of transactions in New Mexico: 

• selling property in New Mexico, including tangible personal property, licenses and franchises; 

• leasing property used in New Mexico;

• licensing property employed in New Mexico; 

• performance of services in New Mexico (construction is a service that includes all the ingredient and component materials and subcontracted construction services); and 

• sale of research and development services performed outside New Mexico when initial use of the product of the R&D service occurs in New Mexico 

A basic 5% state gross receipts tax is supplemented by local option gross receipts tax available to all counties and municipalities. Tribal taxes imposed by certain pueblos are included. The state collects the taxes at the same time and in the same manner as the state gross receipts tax and then distributes the counties’ and municipalities’ share for their use. Because the local taxes are optional, the total gross receipts tax ranges from 5.125% to 8.5625% depending on location. Businesses report according to their locations. There are some exceptions for point-of-delivery businesses like utilities and construction services that report and pay according to the rate in effect at the delivery or construction site. 

Municipalities are funded by gross receipts taxes and counties and schools are funded by property taxes.  The state receives the entire tax amount and returns approximately 40% to the municipalities and a very small percentage to the counties.  According to the Tax Foundation, New Mexico ranks 48th in property tax collections per capita as it charges one of the lowest property tax rates in the nation.

Personal Income Tax 

The New Mexico personal income tax (PIT) is based on federal adjusted gross income. The maximum PIT rate is 4.9%, effective in 2008. The minimum PIT rate is currently 1.7% and is not scheduled to change.  New Mexico income tax collections per capita are ranked 37th in the nation according to the Tax Foundation. 

Corporate Income Tax 

Corporate income tax is imposed only on the net income of domestic corporations or foreign corporations’ business within the state or from the state, or deriving income from property or employment within this state. "Corporation" means corporations, joint stock companies, real estate trusts organized and operated under the Real Estate Trust Act and limited liability companies and partnerships taxed as corporations under the Internal Revenue Code. "Net income" is federal taxable income adjusted to exclude amounts not taxable by states.  

 The corporate tax structure levies taxes only on net income of the corporation’s business within the state. Separate entity and federal consolidated group filing is permitted. There is a double-weighted sales apportionment factor option for manufacturers. The corporate income tax piggybacks onto the Internal Revenue Code. The rates, based on federal taxable income rates, are: 

• Up to $500,000: 4.8% of net income

• $500,000-$1 mil.: $24,000 plus 6.4% of excess over $500,000 

• $1 million plus: $56,000 plus 7.6% of excess over $1 million 

For more information and economic development assistance: http://www.hidalgocounty.org/, email hcecodev@yahoo.com or telephone 575.557.0007.

